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NE SHOW  MANY   MEMORIES

here are tractor 

shows and then 

there are TRACTOR 

SHOWS, and the Half Century 

of Progress show fits into the 

latter category. Held every odd 

year in August, this 4-day farm 

show encompasses over 300 

acres and has an attendance 

of over 100,000 people during 

its span. It’s better described 

as more of an experience 

than just an event to attend, 

bringing in thousands of people 

across the country, and even 

the world.

by  Christina Staff
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its success, club members decided another 
standalone show was warranted, and eight 
shows later, it’s still going strong.

Heritage Iron was once again a 
Diamond Level Sponsor for the event 
and we were on site with our MUSCLE 
TRACTOR CORRAL, complete with 
over seventy MUSCLE TRACTORS, 
most of which had been featured in 
previous issues. And if that wasn’t a 
spectacular enough of a display, we 
celebrated at 2019’s show in a BIG way. 
To commemorate 10 years in business, 
we GAVE AWAY a 1963 Allis-Chalmers 
D21 to a subscriber! Read more about 
the drawing and our lucky winner, Jim 
Thomas, in a story from Editor, Sherry 
Schaefer, on page 14.   

After the show, we had the opportunity 
to catch up with a few attendees, subscribers, 
and friends who shared their experiences and 
favored pastimes from this year’s show:

The HCOP takes place at the former 
Chanute Air Force Base in Rantoul, IL, 
a rural community in with a population 
around 15,000. Considered to be the 
premier vintage working farm show in the 
US, the first show was held in 2003 and has 
exponentially grown with each passing year. 
Organized by the I&I Club in Penfield, 
IL, the first show was held on a farm in 
Henning, IL in conjunction with the Farm 
Progress Show. The initial purpose of Half 
Century was to help celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of Farm Progress, but due to 
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Ryan Musson
Sadorus, IL

Ryan, a diehard IH 2+2 user and 
enthusiast, lives only a short drive from 
the show grounds in Sadorus, IL. (Which 
came in handy when we needed a few 
straw bales delivered to the tent!) He has 
attended every show since it began in 
2003 and remembers what the first show 
was like compared to this year’s. “The 
grounds over at Henning were not near 
want Rantoul is. They threw it together 
and made it work.” With the relocation 
to the former air force base, the setup 
is ideal for a large number of working 
demonstrations, plus handling the large 

crowd. “It gets a little bigger every year, and 
this year, I think it was the biggest it’s ever 
been,” Ryan told us. “I think Thursday was 
a record, but that’s just me.” Ryan helps 
volunteer when the time allows and also 
has an uncle who is a Field Marshal during 
demonstrations. “I went up the Saturday 
before and tried to help get ready, but it’s a 
lot of work. People don’t realize how much 
goes into it.” 

With an appreciation for old iron 
– mostly red – he’s part of the younger 
generation who recognizes the show’s 
significance in keeping the history of 
old equipment alive and well for future 
generations. “The people interested in 
this stuff are getting few and far between. 
Everyone wants stuff that’s modern day, and 
if it doesn’t keep going, it’s just going to go 
away.”

It took Tom Renner and his family a few trips up 
Interstate 57 and back before they were completely 
unpacked, unloaded, and ready to turn some dirt in 
Rantoul. You may recognize Tom and a few of his 
tractors from a story we did in our July/Aug issue (#64) 
when we visited his farm in Belleville, Illinois. 

Among their fleet of tractors at HCOP were three 
four-wheel-drives models, including a John Deere WA-
14, a freshly restored Steiger Tiger IV, and the Big Bud 
H-N 250 we photographed for issue #64. He’s been a 
frequenter at previous shows, but this year’s show will 
hold a special place in his memory. During the plowing 
demonstrations, there were THREE generations of 
Renners running side-by-side in the field – Tom was in 
the Steiger, his son, Jake, in the Big Bud, and grandson, 
Jonathon, in the WA-14. “That was enjoyable, it really 
was. It was me, my son, and my grandson all behind 
Earthquake. We were all lined up in a row with the 
plows behind us,” Tom shared.

 “Honestly, the thing about the show is there’s 
something there for everybody,” he added. “Not 
everybody’s interested in say horses, not everybody is 
interested in corn picking, but there’s an exhibit there for 
everybody. It’s just a wide variety, that’s what makes it.” 

Ryan Musson does more than just 
volunteer during the show setup; he 
also made a few rounds discing with 
his IH 1256.

Tom Renner stands in front of his John Deere WA-14, one of 
three 4WD tractors Renner Stock Farms brought to the show. 
The American flag flying high and proud in the background is 
120’ x 65’ and weighs in at 200 pounds. Photo credit: Adam 
Koch

Tom Renner
Belleville, IL

A row of repowers owned by Lance 
Little of Tuscola, IL were displayed in 
the MUSCLE TRACTOR CORRAL! 

Parked in Heritage Iron’s MUSCLE 
TRACTOR CORRAL was a John Deere 4520 
with a poignant story. Meet Catherine Mrozinski, 
a tried and true tractor girl from an early age. 
Attending tractor shows and learning the history 
of the equipment was a shared hobby with her 
dad, Tom. 

“It’s a 1970 John Deere 4520 with a factory 
Stopler cab,” she told me about her pride and joy. 
“He purchased it and it was used on the farm. 
It was complete garbage when he got it.” That 
would all soon change, however, upon Tom’s 
meticulous and nearly good-as-new restoration 
job. “He’s got the Expo certification for it. It’s 
exactly back to factory issue and he was never 
able to find another one with the factory cab on 
it. There are other 4520s, but just not with the 
factory cab.” You may recognize this particular 
4520 from a past issue of Heritage Iron - #13.

Shortly after HCOP 2017, Tom was 
diagnosed with cancer, and passed away a few 
months later in January 2018. The sentimental 
value of the 4520 far exceeds the monetary 
value, and Catherine is selective about when and 
where it leaves the safety of the shed. (Thank 
you, Catherine, for sharing it with us!) “Personally, 
the coolest thing for me is that I get to hang out 
with my dad’s friends,” Catherine told us. “So it’s 
more of the camaraderie that I like. But whether 
you like antiques, or you just like dirt work, 
or you like to shop, there’s something there for 
everyone.” 

Catherine Mrozinski
Rolling Prairie, IN

In remembrance 
and dedication to 
her father, Tom, 
this plaque is 
proudly displayed 
on Catherine’s 
tractor.
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Max Armstrong, host of This Week in AgriBusiness, did 
the honors of drawing the winning name during Sunday’s 
announcement of our D21 giveaway winner. Read the follow up 
story from Editor Sherry Schaefer on page 14. 

Our bright yellow 
Heritage Iron wind 
dancer directed 
attendees to our 
booth, but was 
also useful as a 
geographical marker 
to help navigate 
through the show.

ONE SHOW 

MANY MEMORIES
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And it was Lee Randall. We met, shook hands, and I told him who 
I was. He asked if I wanted to go for a ride with his son, Rob. And 
so, Rob came over and away we went. We did a couple passes. It 
was a once in a lifetime event for a guy like me. I can’t believe it… 
I’m still in shock,” he laughed.

What seemed to impact Robert the most was the knowledge he 
gained from taking the time to talk to the older generation. “These 
were some of the smartest men about equipment that I’ve ever 
talked to. Every year we lose valuable men, but they’re at shows like 
that. The knowledge that we lose with them, it’s not attainable. It’s 
not in books, it not on a hard drive, or even in a manual. And that’s 
what I hope the younger generation learns.”

“The equipment and the tractors were my most favorite part. I 
know I’m partial to red, but it was all there and it was all beautiful,” 

he added. A couple upcoming shows are on Robert’s radar to 
attend, and as much as he’s trying to get excited about going, 
well…. “It ain’t Rantoul,” he laughed. “I will be there again. I will 
see you in 2021.” 

As the newest member of the Heritage Iron crew, this year’s show 
was the first I have attended. Nothing can prepare you for a show 
of that size! With the countless number of working demonstrations 
that included plows, discs, corn pickers, threshing, etc., not to 
mention the daily parades, nightly tractor pulls, vendors, and just 
overall history of the location to take in, you’ll want to see it all – 
and you nearly need the full four days to do it. But take your time. 
Stop and talk to your neighbors, broaden your circle of friends. 
Everyone is there sharing an appreciation for the same thing, after 
all – our heritage. See you at HCOP 2021!

Andy Rentschler
Denver, IN

“That show was amazing! I had a great time!” Andy 
Rentschler from Denver, IN told us. Though he only 
lives a couple hours from Rantoul, it was his first time 
attending. “I’d always heard of this show but had no 
idea when we got there what I was in for. It’s a working 
show. They do it every day – they go out and pick, then 
they disc and plow. And they were drying the corn and 
processing it, and doing all that afterwards.”

“Tractor show-wise, it would be like some of the 
larger ones times twenty with tons of demonstrations 
that you’ll never see. You know, honestly, it ruined me 
from going to a lot of the other ones I liked going to,” he 
laughed.

But the BEST part of the show? For Andy, it was 
meeting up with friends from as far away as the East 
Coast. “There’s a group of us who’ve been friends on 
Instagram for quite some time, and we finally got to 
meet! They were from Pennsylvania, Georgia, Iowa, 
North Carolina, all over! That was probably the best part, 
meeting everyone in that kind of setting.”

After only getting to spend one day taking in the 
sights, Andy’s already making plans for a longer stay in 
2021. 

Andy Rentschler (far left) standing with a group of friends from across 
the country. They’ve been friends through social media for several 
years, but attending the HCOP gave them their first opportunity to 
meet in person.

Robert Rozar
Stone Mountain, GA

One of Andy’s social media acquaintances 
was Robert Rozar. It was an 800-mile road trip to 
Rantoul, but after hearing about the show from 
friends at Red Power Round Up, Robert knew he 
had to make the trip. And he definitely made the 
most of it. “I left the grounds every night at 8 or 
8:15. I didn’t want to leave. I was not going to 
miss anything. I got there at 8 and left at 8. How 
many shows can you say you can do that for? 
And then when Sunday came, I wished I had one 
more day.” 

“Hands down, the demonstrations of all the 
farming,” Robert explained when asked what sets 
this show apart from others. “If you don’t get 
emotional seeing that stuff, you’ve got to check 
yourself. You can’t believe you’re seeing 50 corn 
pickers and an original 1460 combine was out 
there combining. And you see mind-blowing 
tractors that are originals. It’s unreal.”

A highlight of the show for Robert was 
meeting Rob Randall and being given an 
opportunity to ride in Earthquake. “It was great, 
including Rob Randall and his father. They were 
so gracious. I was standing there with Andy and 
I said, ‘That guy right there, I recognize him.’ 

Robert Rozar (right) with Rob 
Randall of Randall Bros. after 
taking a ride through the field in 
Earthquake.

View from inside Earthquake. 
Watching multiple 4WD 
tractors plowing in unison 
was a popular demonstration 
during the show.

This massive 4WD tractor owned by Randall Bros. 
from Holgate, OH is a regular at HCOP and always 
draws a crowd. Photo credit: Robert Rozar
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